Lesson 9: The Older Son 2

In our last lesson we had seen that the older son had already sinned in his actions against his father. All this before he even said a word to him, even before he himself tries to condemn his brother. For all practical purposes we had seen that the actions of the older brother were no better than the younger brother he sought to condemn. This week however, we will focus on the speech of the older son to his father and how the father reacts. Luke 15:25-28 Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. And he said unto him, 

Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. This brings us up to speed from last week and now for a look at what he says to his father. Luke 15:29-32 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: 

for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. First, I would like to start off with some insights from Leslie D. Weatherhead from a book called: “In Quest of a Kingdom”: "If people would only stop taking their spiritual temperature with the unreliable thermometer of their feelings!” I would like to look at some scripture before discussing the older boy’s attitude. 2Co 10:3-7  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

  And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's. Back to Leslie D. Weatherhead who notes what went wrong with the older son:

1.) He reputes the family fellowship. He starts off telling that this is “His son”, not “my brother”. The father responds to this in Luke 15:32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 

In this the father is still hoping for a united family. He tries to get the older son to realize that the return of the younger son should be an occasion for joy. But the bitterness is too much. 

The book of James gives us some insight on this as we look at James 3:2-18  For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.

Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 

  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

  For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? Either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh. Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.

But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. But we also need to look at what the author of Hebrews has to say. Hebrews 12:14-17 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;

  Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears. 

Leslie D. Weatherhead also notes that the older brother only uses the word “my” in relationship to people outside the family, He never says “we” or “ours”. Quoting from Brad H Young in a book titled: “The Parables Jewish Tradition and Christian Interpretation”: “The broken relationships are clear in the older son's speech to his father in the outer courtyard. He does not address his father with a title of honor. He fails to acknowledge any family ties with his brother.” 

We also see that the older son addresses the father with no specific title. This is significant because up to this point titles are used in direct speech. A close look at Luke 15:29 shows more clearly the attitude the older boy. Luke 15:29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: The word “serve” is G1398 in your Strong’s Concordance and the word is “douleuo” (dool-yoo'-o). The meaning of this word is: to be a slave to (literally or figuratively, involuntarily or voluntarily): - be in bondage, (do) serve (-ice). 

With this type of understanding of his relationship with his father, it is not hard to see why he thought that he could pile up merit before G-D and respond by asking where his reward was. The older son had literally said “I have slaved for you.” His understanding of the Kingdom of G-D was something that could be earned. Eph 2:8-10  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. The father is looking for his son and the son sees himself as a slave. 


According to Giblin "The older son's complaint thus reflects his judgment that the feast was meant to show what the younger son was worth (as the kid he felt he himself should have received would have been given in payment of what his long-standing services were worth.) In reality, the feast was an expression of the father's heartfelt joy." His attitude is clearly, "I have worked, where is mine?" He reflects the atmosphere of a labor dispute over wages. The older brother would have seen his father as an employer to which obedience is expected, thereby denying the father of the love of his son and the ability to show his son he is loved. Avot 1:3 “Do not be like slaves who serve the master in order to receive a prize, 

but be like slaves who serve the master not in order to receive a prize; and let the fear of heaven be upon you. (Quote Me’am Lo’ez) Quoting from “The Parables of Jesus by Herman Hendricks”: “Omitting all use of a title and demonstrating the attitude of a slave, not of a son, he projects an image whose only redeeming feature is that he obeys commands . He has misunderstood the interpersonal relationship with his father, whom he regards as an employer or master, not as a father. The elder son never leaves the house. He is not lost with a loss, which permits a return. He does not leave the father by going away; he leaves him, as it were, "from within".

Notice also that in verse 15:29 the older son also states that he has never at any time transgressed any of the Father’s commandments, 

yet by not fulfilling his role as host he already publicly insulted his Father. By vocalizing his protests publicly, he openly embarrasses and brings shame upon his Father. Commenting on the older son’s claim of obedience, Sa’id writes, “This is the spirit of the Pharisees by which he (the older son) enters into the ranks of the 99 who need no repentance; thus even if he has never disobeyed his father's commandments, yet he has with this action broken the commandment of love." Mat 22:37-40 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 

  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

1Jn 2:1-11 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. 

The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning. 

  Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. I would like to end with a Quote from Leslie D. Weatherhead “He has never found delight in the true relationship at all. His hostility to the prodigal is really envy.

